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Synopsis

The admissions process for law, business, medical, or graduate school is more competitive today
than ever before. Peterson’s How to Write the Perfect Personal Statement provides essential tips on
how to create and write personal statements that respond to the questions that appear on the
applications of many popular graduate schools. The guide also offers great insight on whom to
approach for letters of recommendation and how to make the best impression at the interview. How
to Write the Perfect Personal Statement features 30 actual samples of successful application
essays as well as recommendations from admissions officers on winning strategies that have
guaranteed students admission into business, law, medical, and graduate school. How to Write the
Perfect Personal Statement offers step-by-step instructions on style, format, concept, and theme;
preparation strategies for the personal interview; tactics on whom to ask to write letters of
recommendation; top 10 DOs and DON'Ts for writing the essay; tips from admission officials from

Columbia, Michigan, and other high-profile schools; and much more!
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Customer Reviews

The first 2 chapters were probably the most helpful; that is, if you didn’t already know the basics
about personal statement writing.My real gripe with the book are the examples; if these are some of
the very best that applicants have had to offer, then perhaps anyone could get in. However, | really
don’t think they are. The examples are simple and not at all profound, as | would expect a stellar
personal statement to be. | think | wrote better samples of things while | was in middle school. | had
bought this book with the intention of getting good ideas on how to write my own personal statement
but I'm not in any better position than | was before | read the book.Pros: | think they used recycled

paper to print this book. That deserves at least 2 stars!

As a college student soon applying to professional schools, | found this book to be totally useless.
Although cheap, it is not worth the buy. It gives some general advice that is already well-known but
is also given in better and more detailed books. In addition, their examples hardly impressed me
and were definitely not top-tier school material. If | turned in one of those statements, | would be

rejected everywhere. Look elsewhere when looking for how to write your statement!!!

The book is ok but nothing earth shattering. IMO, a lot of it is stuff you should already know if you
are applying graduate school. There is, however, some decent advice that you probably only need
to see one time to understand. | think most people would do better reading a book targeted to their

specific graduate school goal: law school, mba....etc.

it may not be the best one in market yet but it sure has nice ideas......finally it comes down to us
when we summarize our missions/goals in our personal statement. But this book sure helps and

guides in that direction.

Great help.

This is a good book to get your juices flowing, and also to establish your ground rules for writing the
SOP. ltis a bit thin in terms of materials, but the quality of the book makes up a bit for it. Maybe
priced a tad too high. Look for a used copy, considering you are going to be going to graduate

school and likely going to have a lot of expenses.



it didn’t have as many medical school examples as i expected

it is easy to read. good examples. | would have liked to buy a combo with the other books of the

author if offered.
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